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The sixth annual St. George Island Tour of Homes will be held on Saturday, Feb. 11, and will once again 

offer visitors a view of island lifestyles by opening seven unique island residences to the public. 

Hours of the tour are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visit the Lighthouse Gift Shop at the center of St. George Island 

to purchase tickets, or call 850-927-7745 to order tickets. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 on the day 

of the Tour. 

The Tour homes provide a dynamic representation of the architecture, décor, landscape, and vistas on 

the island, from the gated St. George Plantation community on the West, to the sandy expanses of the 

East End. 

One of three Plantation homes on the Tour, the bayfront “Wright House” features screened and open 

decks that offer sunrise-sunset vistas over Apalachicola Bay. Substantial materials like metals, woods, 

and an amazing limestone table anchor the soaring ceiling in this home of comfort and style. 

“Southern Cross,” built by William Solburg, has a symmetrical façade presenting an intricate vista of 

angles and shapes where deck roofs rise like wings. Inside, the geometry manifests in bay-windowed 

gulf exposures and in high, flat-peaked wood ceilings. 
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The third Plantation home, “Windsong,” is a showcase for undulating lines in art, exotic treasures, and 

carved Malaysian furniture. Love of local wood shows in a spectacular hand-rubbed kitchen bar of sinker 

cypress, mirrored in a mantle over a stunning gray linear fireplace with beachglass-inspired glow. 

In Gulf Beaches, the “Harrison House” on the bay has a richly natural tabby-faced fireplace and 

reclaimed pine dining table with wall-bench seating. A covered deck invites with deep-cushioned curved-

back rattan seating, looking out to the blue bay, boardwalk and boat beyond. 

Beachfront on West Gorrie is “Temptation Island,” where huge, sliding, metal barn doors on the outside 

and bold bursts of turquoise, orange, and geometric patterns on the inside reflect the owners’ style. The 

kitchen is stainless-modern, yet in a bedroom an old-fashioned standing fan hangs overhead. 

The unusual name of “OSayKanUSea” on the east side of Gorrie announces owners who are University 

of Oregon and University of Kansas graduates with a love of prairie, coast, America. Everywhere in the 

home are quilts and throws from state fairs, and large chainsaw wood sculptures show to advantage high 

overhead. 

On the East End is “Island Life” with arresting views, a seaside mural depicting the house itself, and 

soaring twenty-four foot ceilings and windows. Filled with local art and artistic finds, the home was 

featured in Easy Living magazine for its splendor of coastal living. 

The Plantation Clubhouse is again on the Tour, and will be presenting an exhibit of the work of nationally 

acclaimed nature photographer John Spohrer. Also open to Tour participants is the Cape St. George 

Lighthouse and the Keeper’s House Museum and Gift Shop. 

Tour tickets are available in advance at the Lighthouse Gift Shop, and on Tour Day at Lighthouse Park 

and at the St. George Plantation Clubhouse. To order tickets in advance, call the Gift Shop at 850-927-

7745. 

Tour weekend will begin with a Friday evening Kick-Off event at the Jay Abbott Firehouse from 6 p.m. to 

8 p.m. A highlight of the evening will be a presentation by John Spohrer on “The Art of Outdoor 

Photography,” centering on the stories behind some of his iconic images of the Forgotten Coast. 

Admission is free for Tour ticketholders, and $5 for others. 

The St. George Island Tour of Homes is sponsored by the St. George Lighthouse Association, a 

nonprofit Florida corporation that preserves, maintains and promotes the Cape St. George Lighthouse. 

The Lighthouse was restored in 2008 after collapsing in 2005, and the Keeper’s House was added in 

2011. Proceeds from the Tour of Homes support the on-going maintenance of the Lighthouse, the 

Keeper’s House and Lighthouse Park. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.sgitourofhomes.com. 


