
Lighthouse News Line  

Brick Cleaning Preparations Underway 

A group of SGLA members held a 

"practice" brick cleaning session on 

October 6 at the lighthouse storage 

site on Begonia Street in Eastpoint. 

Armed with two rotary hammers 

outfitted with chisel bits, four people 

cleaned and stacked 270 bricks in 

about two hours. 

 

SGLA has been talking with area 

building supply dealers in search of 

donations of the rotary hammers, 

which Brick Cleaning Chairman 

Richard Saucer has identified as the 

best tool for use in chipping the 

mortar off the salvaged bricks. The 

Home Depot store in Panama City 

was the first to donate one of the 

devices, and we thank them for their 

support! 

 

As the bricks are cleaned, they will 

be stacked on pallets and wrapped in plastic until construction of the tower begins. While SGLA President 

Dennis Barnell estimates that there were about 180,000 bricks in the tower, the goal is to clean at least 50,000 

whole bricks for use on the exterior and interior layers of the walls. The tower was built in 1852 with a 

"wythe and rowlock" construction technique that consisted of solid brick layers on the inside and outside of 

the tower. The space between the layers was filled with mortar and brick pieces. The tower will be rebuilt in 

this same fashion, with the many broken bricks utilized as the filler in the four-foot thick walls. 

 

Volunteers are needed to participate in brick cleaning sessions which will be held on Fridays and Saturdays 

throughout the fall and winter months. The official Brick Cleaning Kick-Off will be held on Saturday, 

October 21, which is the first anniversary of the collapse of the lighthouse. 

 

Please see the Photo Gallery for other shots of brick cleaners in action!  

 

 

Richard Saucer (center) and Jim Kemp (right) clean bricks while Dennis Barnell 
lines up more brick chunks on the specially constructed brick cleaning table. 


